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JANUARY 2016 Newsletter
FEBRUARY 2016 NEWSLETTER

Meeting: February 1, 2016, Lee Wenner Park building.  Social at 1800, meeting at 1900. Please, everyone should try to be in proper Tropical Blue Long uniforms with all authorized awards and decorations for the February meeting.

Fellowship Event:  The flotilla will join other Auxiliarists on January 29th to see the movie 

“Finest Hour”, the story of a heroic Coast Guard rescue of 32 merchant sailors in 1952. Contact John Kackenmeister for additional information.  

Training Opportunities: Mandated Training Courses Day is to be held on Saturday, January 30th at Lee Wenner Park building from 0900 to 1700.  This will be an excellent opportunity for anyone who needs help completing these required courses.  In addition, the flotilla will host the Auxiliary Communications course in February and the Auxiliary Weather course later this Spring.  Both are required courses if you wish to be Auxiliary Operations qualified.   New Member Training is scheduled for February 21st.  

Public Affair Events: .Volunteers are needed to man  a booth at the following events: 
April 2 & 3 -  Citizens of Florida Waterways, Harbortown Flea Market

April 9th -
Boaters Exchange Boat Show, Rockledge

Bill Strawn will be sending a request to all members asking to take their turn helping us hand out boating safety materials, offer Vessel Examinations, recruit new members, and invite the public to take our boater safety courses.


Boater Safety Courses:   The next regular ABS course is February 20th at Lee Wenner Park building.  The ABS course for students at Cocoa Beach High School is tentatively scheduled for February 10th and 11th.  The January ABS course graduated seven (7) students.

Eustace King and Dan McIntyre attended Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission’s (FWC) Boating Safety Workshop for PE instructors in January.  The workshop was primarily a review of current rules and laws, with some updated information.  Of great interest is that FWC will be providing several excellent video testimonials from boaters who were involved in near-death experiences.  These testimonials really drive home the value of wearing life jackets.  FWC is planning to repeat the workshop in February somewhere in Daytona or Daytona Beach.  See Eustace for additional information.  
Diversity:  The NACO Three Star Award for Excellent in Diversity is an annual award intended to recognize Flotillas and Divisions for distinction in managing and valuing diversity.  In order to receive this award, four action items must be completed in each goal category.  The goals are:
1. Create a Positive Environment

2. Value all Members

3. Promote Individual Success and,

4. Carry out Diverse Outreach Activities in the Community

For additional information regarding each of these goals, please contact James White, FSO-DV.
Future Operations::   In addition to daily patrols, we will be looking for facilities and crews to provide spectator separation during  the Thunder on Cocoa Beach Boat Races May 11th-13th.   Contact Joe Peak, FSO-Ops, if you are interested. 
Membership:  The flotilla currently has 95 members.  Welcome our new members Karen Bolton and Ward Dougherty from end of last year and Richard P. Schultze for this year.   In addition, anyone who would like a video copy of the Change of Watch please contact Skip Coleman at skip7812@aol.com.
Station Port Canaveral:  Station Port Canaveral is always in need of USCG Auxiliary personnel to act as Gate Guards, and if qualified, as Radio Watchstander, or Auxiliary Chef.  If you are interested or wish to know how to become qualified, please contact FVC, Donna Miller.

Planned Exercise:  Auxiliary Eagle, a planned SAR exercise was held on the Banana River on Sunday, January 24th.  Below is a summarization of the exercise per Bill Strawn.  

The inexperienced boater, out to show his new girlfriend the disaster ravaged Banana River after Hurricane Zelda stormed through suddenly became the panicky, inexperienced boater when his 22-foot cabin cruiser struck a submerged object.  Beyond damage to propeller and engine, his girlfriend fell and struck her head and broke her arm. With a disabled boat and injured passenger, the boater remembered the one thing he had seen in the movies.  He grabbed his radio and screamed for the “Coast Guard” to come save him.

Luckily for our boating friend, the USCG Auxiliary was in the area practicing on the water communications with an aviation asset. The Patrol Communications Center (PATCOM) patiently spoke with the increasingly scared boater, determining the general area where a search and rescue (SAR) effort needed to focus.  Fortunately, the crash occurred in a highly developed area, so the empathetic communicators extracted enough information to develop an aerial search pattern for the aviators.  Within 20 minutes the USCG Auxiliary Air unit spotted the disabled craft, the frightened boater, and his companion.  The aviation asset quickly communicated the correct coordinates to the surface facilities, who responded rapidly, reaching the collision scene within minutes.

Determining the area was free of hidden debris and safe for operations, the first of 5 surface facilities reached the damaged craft, sent over a crew member to assess the injured passenger, and immediately contacted PATCOM asking to be met at Kelly Park by emergency personnel as the injuries were severe.  The injured passenger was moved to the increased safety of the Auxiliary facility and the journey across the river to the park ensued.  The aviation asset remained overhead to monitor the scene and keep higher headquarters informed of the continuing changes in status of the rescue.

After it was determined that the damaged vessel was not in danger of sinking, PATCOM assigned a tow vessel to remove the boat and remaining crew members from the active waterway and a safe harbor.  Tow lines were passed to the damaged boat and secured, with Auxiliarists using their calm demeanor and experience to calm the still panicky civilian operator. Then the boat was moved to safety. Thank goodness, it was all just an exercise developed to improve interoperability of aviation and surface facilities, while demonstrating local flotillas’ ability to assist the US Coast Guard in times when active duty forces are stretched thin.

This was the day for Division 17 boat crews, working with a District 7 Aviation facility with an aircrew from Division 5 on Sunday January 24.  A planned exercise, Auxiliary Eagle, involving 4 boats from Flotilla 17-6, and 2 boats from Flotilla 17-2, as well as a District aviation asset out of Vero Beach proved that local surface facilities could interoperate with District aviation facilities, maximizing the strength of aviation search capabilities with surface rescue facilities.  The aviation asset, a helicopter, flown by Flotilla 5-6 members, was able to search a target area much faster than the speediest surface facility, and communicate with PATCOM and then individual surface facilities. Hovering over the disabled boat, the helicopter helped the surface craft “zero in” quickly, and provided a lookout to insure non-Auxiliary boaters stayed out of the way of the first responders.

A debriefing afterwards provided lessons learned, with a list of improvements for the next time we practice, and make the flotilla members from across the division better prepared to be the “extenders” the local USCG personnel need to cover the increasing water activities in the Station Port Canaveral AOR.  

Two facilities from Flotilla 17-2 await exercise start in the Banana River.














Auxiliary facility 6139 provides first responder assistance to the” damaged” vessel






























































Aviation facility AuxAir 203 provided the rapid search capability necessary for  a quick response to the stricken craft, and provided overhead eyes throughout the exercise. [image: image5.jpg]





Exercise end wth a lot of happy Auxiliarists preparing to head to the debrief. [image: image2.jpg]
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